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The ability of civilian authorities in the Brazilian government to exert control over the Military Police
(PM) has once again been called into question in the wake of the Aug. 30 murder of 21 Rio de Janeiro
slum dwellers. Preliminary investigations into the killings indicate that responsibility lies with
members of the Rio de Janeiro state Military Police. Illegal and uncontrolled violence by PM agents
most recently attracted international attention with the July 23 murder of eight street children as
they slept outside the Candelaria church in downtown Rio. According to the initial investigations, as
well as statements by Rio de Janeiro state governor Leonel Brizola, the Aug. 30 massacre of residents
of the Vigario Geral neighborhood was carried out in revenge for the ambush and murder of four
PM agents by a neighborhood drug gang four days before. A group of over 30 masked gunmen,
including many individuals who were subsequently identified by witnesses as PM agents, arrived in
Vigario Geral, set fire to street vendor's stands, and strafed the thin-walled dwellings with weapons
fire. President Itamar Franco placed the investigation into the killings directly in the hands of Justice
Minister Mauricio Correa. Correa issued orders confining over 2,400 PM members stationed in the
Vigario Geral area to their barracks until completion of the investigations. Thirteen PM members
have already been detained for questioning, while three others have been arrested and charged in
connection with the attack. On Aug. 31, Brizola who characterized the attack "an unacceptable act
of revenge" fired one of the PM commanders stationed in Vigario Geral, Col. Cesar Pinto Rocha.
Brizola also announced that the state government plans to provide compensation to the families of
the victims. (Sources: Associated Press, 08/30/93, 08/31/93; New York Times, Agence France-Presse,
08/31/93; Notimex, 08/30/93, 09/01/93; Spanish news service EFE, 08/29-09/01/93)
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